Il8    MARIA   THERESA   OF   AUSTRIA
should have been one of the most famous victims of
the sanguinary birth of this new conception.
Maria Theresa believed that severity on the part of
a ruler was good; that a loving parent must chastise
his child frequently. Besides, to preserve the Habsburg
territories, she was determined to maintain the indivisi-
bility of her heritage by any means, however brutal.
To this end she was as fanatical as Isabella of Spain
during the Inquisition. She was fully aware that her
strict rule in Bohemia, a rule which amounted to a wave
of terror for the inhabitants, shocked many of her
charming and easy-going advisers, but she never excused
her actions* To Kinsky, the Chancellor of Bohemia,
however, she explained them :
" You will say that I am cruel," she wrote to him.
*' This is true; but I know that all the cruelties which
I have ordered to be committed, so that this country
will be preserved for me, will be repaid by me a hundred-
fold later, I shall make up for them, but now I have
dosed my heart to pity. ... I am sorry for you all,
for I am making you unhappy, and this is perhaps my
greatest unhappiness, but at least I shall always be
grateful to you for carrying out my cruel orders."
Quite apart from any humane considerations, it was
not wise for Maria Theresa to have been quite so severe
with her Bohemian subjects at this time, for, as the
brief rule of Charles in Bohemia had shown, many of
the inhabitants of her dominions were not yet sincerely
devoted to her or enthusiastic about the Pragmatic
Sanction. Her harshness gave her adversaries an oppor-
tunity to attack her. Frederick of Prussia snatched at
this excuse to belittle her at once. " Since the success
of the Bavarian troops in Bavaria/' he wrote, "the
Queen of Htingary, far from proceeding with the equity

